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The Committee had a very busy year dealing mostly with three areas: the selection of a course management system (CMS); drafting committee goals; and developing several recommendations dealing with the use of technology by faculty and students.

Selection of a Course Management System

Since our contract with Blackboard expired in June, 2012, the Committee’s ongoing charge to oversee our CMS this year involved determining whether to renew the current Blackboard contract or switch to a different system.  The committee considered Moodlerooms and Etudes in addition to Blackboard with all three holding presentations in December, January and February and the first two also holding hands-on faculty workshops at AVC.  Three faculty members also completed the Etudes training class to become more fully informed with that CMS. Considering the financial costs involved with this decision, the first two systems quoted substantially lower than Blackboard’s initial quote of approximately $150,000 per year for the next three years to extend the existing contract.  However, on the very day of the committee’s decision, Blackboard revised their quote downward by about $50,000 to approximately $90,000 per year.  After lengthy discussion of all facets of this decision by the Committee as well as invited ITS personnel who administer our CMS, the Committee decided to renew the existing contract with Blackboard. 

Committee Goals

The Committee drafted the following goals/objectives.  They will continue to be refined next year.
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Technology Recommendations

Three recommendations were drafted, discussed, approved and forwarded to the Academic Senate.

Software Admin Rights for Faculty and Support Staff

“The Distance Education and Technology Committee supports the needs of AVC faculty and

academic support staff to have limited administrative rights over software used by the faculty and support staff. Included in these rights, but not limited to, are: the ability to download to the college network any software provided by a publisher of a textbook used by a faculty member in the teaching of their classes; the ability to download and install software necessary to play audio and video – including online streaming video services and that which allows making the publisher’s software accessible on the college network. These rights must allow access to this material from any AVC facility wherever it is needed, both in their offices and in the classrooms.”

Guidelines for Student Use of Cell Phones and Portable Computers in the Classroom

(Electronic Devices Policy)

Except as required for the reasonable accommodation for students covered by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the AVC Academic Senate holds as a District-wide standard the following policies: 

(1) During instruction all mobile phones should be off or on silent, always.

(2) Whether students may or may not use their mobile technological devices (smart phones, tablets, laptops, iPods, Kindles, or anything in that broad category of portable electronic devices) during instruction is a matter for each instructor to decide.  She or he should announce the policy in the syllabus; the Senate supports those instructors who ask that all such devices be turned off for the full class period.

(3) Using portable electronic devices to cheat during examinations and quizzes will be handled the same way that any other instance of cheating is treated.  In accordance with the Student Code of Conduct this may result in penalties up to and including expulsion.  Cheating is cheating, no matter what the mechanism of transmission.

(4) Unauthorized use of electronic communication during instruction—be it texting or surfing the Internet or making a tweet or making a call—is an example of disruptive behavior, and while faculty may not confiscate students’ legal property, they may respond to the disruption as they would any other classroom behavioral problem.  This may include asking the student to leave the room and / or referring the matter to the Office of the Vice-President of Student Services.  

In all cases, the DETC Committee and the Academic Senate urge faculty to state clearly on their syllabus their expectations, including potential penalties for violations.

Faculty Technology Rights Resolution

All faculty have the right to expect

· a working emergency phone in the room or nearby;

· a working computer in the classroom;

· a working projection system and audio speakers linked to that computer;

· Internet access

Another significant discussion during the year involved compliance with recent distance education requirements, in particular our efforts to promote accurate online student identity.  The year concluded with a presentation by guest speaker John C. Drew, Ph.D. who spoke on grant writing methodology.  His address was very similar to the information at his website.
http://www.speakermatch.com/article/43/write-first-then-do-your-research
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